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Members of (lie Union and Washington Literary Societies, And Ladies and Gentlemen: It is with a pleasure which
I feel at a loss for fitting terms to express, that I am here this evening, in obedience to the partial summons of
your Societies. Forgetful, indeed, must I have proven of those high benefits to which I confess myself beholden, -
of the privileges of culture and discipline which I have here enjoyed, could I have failed to respond to that call!
But with pleasing facility does the memory glide back to bye-gone days; and visions of all that can charm the
fancy or fire the young imagination, - that can give strength and beauty to mental eIort, - that can stimulate
with generous ambition the heart of youth, - throng unbidden upon me as I stand here in your presence, and
remind me of the source of whatever I have attained of success, - of many of the most agreeable enjoyments of
my life; and of the obligations, which, as an Alumnus of your flourishing Institution, I am under to cherish her
fair fame. My mind is thus carried back to the days of my college life with feelings of tender regret, to the warm-
hearted and aspiring companions of my boyhood, some of whom have since climbed to honorable distinction,
others are still struggling in the active and rushing currents of life, - and many of whom, alas! have been
gathered to the grave. I think of the earnest task and...
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