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waterside, surrounded by fruit trees. It had a low porch at the side that was covered with trumpet creeper, and
there were marigolds growing in the dooryard. A grape arbor led from the old-fashioned door to the gate, and
the artist inmates of the house called it the loggia among themselves, because it recalled the vine-covered
terrace of the Cappucini at Amalfi, where some of them had once wintered. Outside the house had nothing to
recommend it save that it was an unobtrusive brown foreground study against a lovely background of early
autumn landscape, in those days when summer clings to all her sweetness most tenaciously and autumn begins
to draw her veil of purple haze over hill and valley. Behind the house an old stone pier covered with the rank,
brilliant, golden-rod, which grows in deepest yellow and orange only in the salt air, ran out some little distance
into a peaceful cove, and beyond a quiet river flowed northward. At all hours of the day white sails glided lazily
past the house and became lost in silvery distance. Across the river, church towers rose white against the
crimson-purple background of the hills, and beyond the cove the coarse marsh grasses were turning yellow,
red, and brown, the concentration of autumn sun and shade, in the keen air of cool mornings and chill
evenings. Aroad ran past the house and...
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