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Excerpt: .than when the sky was clear. The hazy weather was
once or twice dissipated by violent winds, without any fall of
snow on the open plain; but more generally it increased
gradually, till the sky was completely and densely overcast, and
snow began again to fall, perhaps most frequently during the
night. During the greater part of the winter the snow was
invariably in extremely minute grains. It was not till the latter
part of February, when spring was rapidly approaching, that
large flakes fell. I more than once observed the phenomenon of
small quantities of extremely fine-grained snow falling when
the sky was quite clear, and the air at the surface of the earth
quite motionless. During clear weather very little thaw took
place, the cold produced by radiation appearing to counteract
the sun s action; at the same time the snow diminished...
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